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President’s Message

Well, here we are again at
the beginning of another
year pitching horseshoes. |
hope all of you dig your
shoes out, put a new coat
of paint on them, and start
practicing so that you can
improve and have fun
pitching this year. What
are your new goals for
%5 2015? What tournaments

-

are you going to attend? Get your summer planned
out ahead of time so you get the tournaments you
need to qualify for Worlds or State tournaments.

The first thing that | would like to bring to your
attention is that with our dwindling numbers it
leaves only a few to organize and run the
organizations and tournaments. Please get
involved in your local clubs and be willing to take
on a part of what needs to be done to promote
horseshoes and our organizations.

The second thing | would like to discuss is bringing
in new members. We all need to have a goal to
invite one new member into our club and maybe
pay their first year’s dues and take them to a
tournament so they can be exposed to the
horseshoe experience and get hooked. Do
whatever you can to promote our fun sport with
others!

| would like to encourage all pitchers who have
email to go sign up for the new NHPA eNewsline
that is sent out four times each year. This is a free
publication now and it will keep you advised of
what is going on in horseshoes and current events.
Here is the link to sign up.
www.horseshoepitching.com look for eNewsline
banner at bottom of web page.

| have NHPA World tournament Raffle tickets if you
would like to use them as prizes for your
tournament winners or just to have a chance at the
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2016 World Tournament prizes. They are $20 for 5
pack or S5 for single ticket.

If there is anything | can help you with please
contact me and let me know what it is | can do to
help.

Brian J Poole, ISHPA President
208-237-3459
bjpoole3564@gmail.com
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Secretary Sez

Another new season,
looking for the same old
progress in membership
growth. Idaho struggles to
have fair and equitable
tournaments  with  non-
handicapped reasonable
groupings in its classes.
Handicapping and mixing of
~ divisions is a direct result of

our shrinking membership.
These methods are stop gap fixes that help drive
pitchers to other types of pitching or other
activities completely. Yet, large percentage
spreads in groups also drive pitchers away as most
pitchers don’t enjoy groups when they have no
chance to win the group and often even a game.
There is no easy answer.
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Those of us, who truly enjoy the game and the
associated fellowship, continue to pitch and
support the game, but it’s hard. The best and
fairest tournaments | pitch in are the State and the
World. Why? Because of the larger number of
participants which allows me a chance at good fair
competition. | don’t personally care about mixed
pitching, but large spreads are always hard for me
to swallow.

We need to continue growing our membership.
Make suggestions, ask old drop outs, bring in some
new blood, and get involved. Our only hope is to
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grow and to meet the changing world we live in
with new and innovative ideas on how to the run
our game. Maybe we should go to one distance,
like 35 feet. Maybe we need other formats or
other prizes. Maybe we need your ideas.

Last year | accepted the position of NHPA 3" Vice
President. This position is the Sanctioned League
Director for the NHPA which consists of over 300
leagues nationwide. | have many duties and lots to
learn, but the insights to leagues and situations
across the country are intriguing, to say the least.
It has been a busy year so far and does not look to
get much better, oh for the love of the game. | am
looking forward to another great World
Tournament in Topeka, Kansas and hope to see
Idaho represented. If | can be of any help or
answer any questions, please feel free to give me a
call.

Idaho State dues remain at $25.00 for adults and
$6.00 for juniors, still a bargain. See you on the
courts.

Jerry D. Smith, ISHPA Secretary-Treasurer
2850 S. Benecia Way

Nampa, ID 83686

208-250-9282
horseshoepitcherjds@msn.com
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Regional Director/HOF

~ RD Report:
B Welcome all to a new year
in  pitching. We are
challenged this vyear to
bring new members into
our sport. | just received a
flyer from the new NHPA
sec/treas David Sidles with
the 2013 and 2014
A membership numbers from
N Idaho and all U.S. states.
Idaho is down 5 members from the 2013 season to
the 2014 season, and the total U.S. member
numbers are down nationwide from 10,136 to
9,900, a loss of 236 pitchers. We as members,
tournament directors, and officers are responsible
for working to expose this game/sport to people
with the hope of getting them to join the
association to rebuild our membership.

As the new season begins it has been brought to
my attention that the facilities that host sanctioned

tournaments are to be resanctioned every four (4)
years.

I, as the responsible person to sanction these
courts, am asking all tournament directors and
others associated with running events and
maintaining the courts to please measure the
courts to see if they meet the NHPA specifications,
and if not, to please make the necessary
corrections. | plan to visit each site this year and
meet with the tournament directors to confirm the
court measurements if you feel the courts are in
spec. The facilities | am referring to are in Boise at
Julia Davis Park, Meridian at Settlers Park, Nampa
at Lake View Park, Pocatello at Ross Park, and
Coeur d'Alene at Winton Park.

If you are unaware of what the measurements are
for the courts, they can be found in the RGS
Booklet or on the NHPA website. At ground level
from the front of the peg to the opposing peg
should be 40 feet. The height of the peg shall not
be any shorter than 14 inches and no taller than 15
inches. The lean of the peg shall be a 3-inch lean
from the top of the peg to the bottom of the peg at
ground level. If all your courts meet these specs,
please contact me to schedule a time for me to
stop by so that | can confirm these measurements
and distribute a sanctioned facility flyer. | also
order and distribute the patches and sanctioned
tournament certificates for all scheduled 2015
tournaments. Once the schedule is finalized, | will
review the schedule and order accordingly.

HOF Report:

In 2015 there will be no inductions into the Hall of
Fame, as this is done every two years. Last year
three men were inducted: Jim Kosterman, Clarence
Cummins, and Elmer Currie. All three of these
gentlemen were very involved in horseshoes, had a
passion for the sport, and went well above and
beyond the norm to get inducted. | am working on
a list of individuals that | feel are eligible for the
Hall of Fame to induct in at the 2016 state singles
expected to be held in Pocatello. If you personally
know of someone that you feel had or has a
passion for the game/sport who did a lot for the
game and was an organizer, officer, or an
outstanding pitcher, please email me at
dspears1953@gmail.com and | will research this
person to confirm your nomination.

On a Personal Note:

Fellow pitchers,

Recently | have made a personal decision in
horseshoes to no longer run tournaments or
continue running the Monday night league in
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Boise. The reason for this decision is due to other
things that | would like to pursue. Horseshoe
pitching has been good to me over the last 22 plus
years; | have met a lot of good people and have
traveled to many places nationwide. | will fulfill my
duties through the 2015 year as your regional
director by getting the patches and certificates out
to the different tournament directors and also
resanctioning the courts. The Hall of Fame will
need to be put on hold until the appropriate
person or persons decide to take on the position. |
would like you to please consider choosing
someone else to take on the Regional Director’s
position starting in 2016.

| am sorry if this disrupts things in the Treasure
Valley and statewide, but it is something | have
thought about for a couple of years now, and now
is the time to make this announcement before the
season gets underway.

Regards,

Dave Spears

Idaho Regional Director
Idaho HOF Chairperson
dspears1953@gmail.com
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2016 World Tournament

Experience Raffle
from Chris Callihan Sr.

The World Tournament Experience Raffle began as
a way to raise funds to improve and expand the
NHPA electronic scoring equipment capabilities.
The funds generated from this raffle allow us to
continue to grow and expand our IT and equipment
capabilities. This is a very worthwhile project, and
proven successful such as the webcams that were
provided at the WT in Buffalo, NY last year, to
name, as just one example.

Raffle tickets cost S5 each, or $20 for 5 tickets.
Profits from the raffle tickets will benefit equally
the NHPA and the NHPF. In Idaho tickets may be
purchased from Brian Poole. Tickets will also be
available at the 2015 World Tournament.

The Grand Prize, valued at over $1,400, is a World
Tournament experience at the 2016 WT in
Montgomery, Alabama. Additionally there will be
four 2016 WT entries as runner-up prizes.

The date of the drawing for winning tickets is
Saturday October 3, 2015 at the NHPA Hall of Fame

facility in Wentzville, MO. You need not be present
to win, and prizes are transferable.

Tournament Directors and clubs are encouraged to
purchase and put a raffle ticket/book in the prize
envelopes and tournaments.
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Moscow Horseshoes
by Kay Keskinen

Even though Moscow does not have an ISHPA club,
it has active singles and doubles horseshoe pitching
leagues that are organized by Moscow Parks and
Recreation. The doubles league runs for ten weeks
on Tuesday evenings and begins on May 19. The
singles league is on Wednesday nights, begins on
May 20, and runs for ten weeks. Participants need
to register through Moscow Parks & Rec and pay a
small fee.

Additionally, there will be a free horseshoe pitching
clinic for adults (16+) on Tue., May 5 at 6:00 PM.
Wayne Peterson and Kay Keskinen will lead the
clinic that teaches beginners and those who need a
refresher the basics of horseshoe pitching (rules,
court layout, types of horseshoes, grips and turns)
with an opportunity to pitch. Registration through
Parks & Rec is encouraged so that Wayne and Kay
can plan for the number of participants.

The leagues and clinics will be held at Ghormley
Park in Moscow.

The City of Moscow does not currently have any
horseshoe courts eligible to be sanctioned for
tournament play. They do have design plans for a
12-court pitching complex to be built to NHPA
specifications in Mountain View Park in Moscow
(see architect’s drawing below). But funding for its
construction is in short supply, so the plans are on
hold.




Some Thoughts on Horseshoe

Pitching Practice Routines
by Kay Keskinen

Much practice is done to rewire our brains, but |
think to practice horseshoe pitching is to rewire
our muscles. Muscle memory is such a key
component in horseshoe pitching, at least in my
experience.

Warm-up First

It's a good idea to do some warm-up exercises
before one begins a physical activity. I'll leave this
routine to you and you physician, since | am in no
way authorized to give this type of advice.

Levels of Practice

What is the purpose of your practice session?
Maybe it's a nice day out and you just want to walk
and pitch some shoes, feel the warm sunshine on
your body, and enjoy the fresh air. Or, maybe you
are using a new pair of horseshoes and want to
learn how to pitch that shoe well. Or, maybe it's
competition time--league or tournament play--and
you want to improve your pitching percentage.

For Fun

To me, pitching horseshoes for fun is when | pitch
4-6 shoes from one pit to the other and don't keep
score. | don't count points or ringers, | just find joy
in the arc of the horseshoes as they spin and turn
to the opposite stake. (Note: | am a "single flipper"
pitcher.) This becomes more of a "mindfulness"
exercise than physical. | take in the warm day,
maybe the sounds of birds and people chattering,
and basically take a walk, pitching horseshoes as |
step along. My concentration level is minimal, | just
walk and pitch.

For League Play and General Competition

The next step "up" in my practice routine is to pitch
two pair of horseshoes, playing one pair against the
other in a game, usually to 21 points. Sometimes
the four shoes may be the same model, at other
times | may be trying a new pair and want to
compare it to the other. One pair of my Snyder
shoes plays the other pair, or maybe a pair of
Grabits or Gordons play a pair of Snyders. | try not
to "favor" either pair, not purposely pitching one
pair “better” than the other; each pair has the
same opportunity to win.

After one pair wins when it reaches 21 points, |
pause to analyze why one pair beat the other.
Sometimes there is no reason; sometimes | might
be trying something different with one pair, such as

a different grip or release point; or if | am trying a
new pair of shoes, it may be the loser since its
weight or model is new to me.

Ringer Percentage

Sanctioned tournament play requires an NHPA
pitcher to have a ringer percentage. The ringer
percentage then places a pitcher in a class or group
of pitchers with a similar ringer percentage. To see
how close | am to my current ringer average, | pitch
100 shoes, four at a time, back and forth to the two
pits, counting ringers.

A goal of practice is to build muscle memory of
what your successful pitch is to make a ringer. If
you are above average, try to analyze why you are
so successful and remember to concentrate on that
sequence of motions so that you can repeat it in a
game. If you are not successful, make an
adjustment and see if that helps increase ringers.

Consistency with successful muscle memory
movements should result in a game that is at the
top of your competition level. But whatever your
competition level is, enjoy the sport of pitching.

For Serious Tournament Competition:
How to Play Against "Mr. 75%," "Ms. 50%," and
"Mr. 25%"

One of the best aspects of pitching in tournaments
is to meet other pitchers and learn from them. At
the 2014 Idaho state singles tournament | spoke
with Gary Opper, 12-time(!) state men's champion,
about his practice routine. He practices similarly to
me, but he has a name for his practice pattern:
"Playing Against Mr. 75%." Gary's ringer
percentage is above 60%, so whatever he does is
worth considering for one's own pitching.

| always encourage people to practice by pitching
at least four shoes. There's a good reason it's an
advantage to pitch first in competition--the first
shoe has no other shoe in its way, and the second
shoe only has the first shoe to contend with in the
opposite pit. The second pitcher's two shoes have
to deal with the first pitcher's two shoes and then
one's own first shoe when one tosses the last shoe.

Pitching a ringer into the opposite pit is far easier
when it's the first shoe in the pit. Once there
already is a ringer (or close shoe) there, later shoes
have to contend with any "bounce back" when
landing on top of another shoe. The "degree of
difficulty" increases when one tries to pitch a ringer
on top of another ringer. To pitch four shoes that
result in a call of "Four Dead" is a tough challenge,
especially for the second pitcher. So, practice



should simulate as much as possible play against an
opponent.

So | practice (as does Gary) with one or more shoes
already placed as ringers in the pit(s). Gary's play
against "Mr. 75%" means that he places two
ringers in one pit and one in the other to mirror his
opponent consistently pitching 3 out of 4 shoes as
ringers (75%). Then he pitches his two shoes as the
second pitcher in a game. If he pitches better than
75% ringers, he will beat "Mr. 75%."

My play is usually against pitchers with a 50%
ringer average, so | place one shoe as a ringer in
each pit and play against "Ms. 50%." Another
option is to place one shoe in one pit as a ringer
and then play against an opponent with a 25%
ringer average.

With this setup of 1-3 ringers for one's opponent,
the practice routine should provide a good
representation of actual tournament competition.
If one is in a slump (ringers become scarce), one's
opponent will always score a ringer or two.

One other practice routine | do when | am done
playing against "Ms. 50%" is to reset those two
shoes as leaners instead of ringers. The difference
in one's pitch for a leaner is so subtle that | want to
take a little time to practice that. Mostly | add a
little loft to my pitch in order to land on top of the
leaner. If that first shoe lands on top of the leaner
such that the leaner falls away (yes--sometimes it
falls as a ringer), then my second shoe has a better
chance of being a ringer.

And as in horseshoes in general, sometimes things
just don't work as one intended. Physics come into
play and horseshoes magically spin, bounce, or flop
in @ manner one never imagined.

Enjoy horseshoe pitching, whether in practice or in
games.

Play Horseshoes for
Fun and Health

It's a Family sport
for ALL ages

Idaho State
Horseshoe Pitching Association

Like us on Facebook [[}

* *
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Registration Fees: ENTRY FORM

Adults $130.00 National Horseshoe Pitchers Association
Juniors $25.00 July 13th to July 25" Topeka, Kansas

2015 World Horseshoe Pitching Championships

Name: 2015 NHPA Card #
( Please Print) First Last (or Canadian #)
Address: SocSecNo:
(See Note 1)
City: State/Prov: Zip/Postal Code:
Telephone: Cell: Birth Date:
Email:: Local Newspaper:

Check One of the Lines Below

I can print my own schedule from the website. Mail my schedule to me.

Circle the Division you are entering - You can enter only one division  (See notes near bottom of page)

OPEN MEN SENIOR MEN OPEN WOMEN SENIOR WOMEN ELDER MEN JR. BOYS JR. GIRLS JR CADETS
40ft 40ft (see note #2) (see note #2) 30ft 20ft
Entry Deadline May 18", 2015 No refunds will be made after May 25", 2015

PARTICIPANTS LIABILITY RELEASE: In consideration of participating in such activity, | hereby waive, release and forever discharge the National
Horseshoe Pitchers Association, all officers, employees, agents and servants of the afore stated organization, and all fellow participants of this event, for any and all
action, cause of action, damage, loss or injury, which I may suffer as a consequence of participating in the World Horseshoe Pitching Tournament. In addition it is
understood that the NHPA has sole rights to any and all pictures and/or articles for publication.

SIGNED DATE

Please note: The NHPA reserves the right to disallow your participation for any of the following reasons; if we discover errors on this form, if your
records don't appear in NatStats or CanStats, false or misleading is on this form, or for any other reason by majority vote of the NHPA Council.

MAIL THE TOP PORTION OF THIS FORM along with REGISTRATION FEES (PAYABLE TO NHPA)

TO: NHPA Direct Telephone & Email Inquiries to:
17259 Jefferson St David Sidles NHPA Sec/Treas.
Omaha, NE 68135 (402) 763-8882 sec.treas@horseshoepitching.com

All Entries must be on this form and mailed with a postmark no later than May 18, 2015.  Entries received with a postmark after May 18th shall
be put on a waiting list and entered into the tournament only as space is available. All adults must have pitched in a minimum of four (4)
US/Canadian sanctioned events in the twelve (12) months prior to May 18, 2015, in the same division you are entering. Only one (1) event is
required for Juniors. Exceptions for US Armed Forces members and family and foreign competitors (other than Canadians) are outlined in Rule 11,
Sec D.1 of the RGS Book. Contact NHPA for more information regarding qualifying exceptions. All averages used will be the average on record in
NATSTATS / CANSTATS on May 25™.

Anyone qualifying under an exception must have those scores recorded by the same date. ~ All NHPA and any special tournament rules apply.
NHPA and CANADIAN entrants must show their 2015 membership card when checking in.

REGISTRATION FEES: ALL ADULTS -- $130.00 e ALL JUNIORS -- $25.00 e U.S. FUNDS ONLY
CANADIAN ENTRIES MUST USE MONEY ORDERS REGISTRATION FEE INCLUDES SCORE KEEPING FEES
You may enter at anytime prior to May 18th.

READ CAREFULLY: Any adult male pitching from the full distance platform may enter the OPEN MEN'S DIVISION regardless of age, just as
any adult female may enter the OPEN WOMEN'S DIVISION. To enter the SENIOR DIVISION, you must be 60 years of age or older before the
end of 2015. Any man that turns 70 years of age in 2015, is older than 70, or has an approved medical exemption may enter the ELDER MEN’S
DIVISION. Entrants in the JUNIOR BOY and JUNIOR GIRL DIVISION must be 18 years old or less for the entire 2015 calendar year.
JUNIOR CADET DIVISION entrants must be 12 years old or younger for the entire 2015 calender year.

Note # 1. A Social Security number is required from all adult pitchers that move up to the Championship Classes.

Note # 2. For class play, a minimum of 48 must enter this division or it will be canceled. All entrants will then pitch in the Open Preliminaries.

The pitching schedule will be finalized by May 31st and published on the NHPA website. If you indicated above to receive the schedule by mail, it
will be mailed to the address you have listed above during the first week in June.

The NHPA Hall of Fame Banquet will be held July 19th. Tickets can be purchased from the NHPA office or at the World Tournament NHPF booth.



Schedule for 2015

Date Place Name Contact Sign-in
April 4 Pocatello WT Qualifier #1 Rim Rock Steve 221-8935 10:00
April 5 Pocatello WT Qualifier #2 Rim Rock Steve 221-8935 10:00
April 11 Nampa Spring Fling #7 Jerry 250-9282 9:30
April 18 Pocatello WT Qualifier #3 Chalk Horse Juan-221-4564 10:00
April 19 Pocatello WT Qualifier #4 Chalk Horse Juan 221-4564 10:00
April 25 Meridian WT Qualifier Bob 860-6772 9:30
April 25 Pocatello 100 Shoe Tournament Brian 237-3459 9:00
April 25 Pocatello Warm-up for the World Brian 237-3459 12:00
May 2 Boise Bill Travis Memorial #12 Pam 965-6179 9:30
May 9 Coeur d’Alene North Idaho Jamboree Glen 691-0784 8:30
May 16 Meridian Meridian Parks & Recs #3 Shari 922-4768 9:30
May 16 Pocatello WT Qualifier #5 Rim Rock Steve 221-8935 10:00
May 17 Pocatello Chalk Horse Juan 221-4564 10:00
May 23 Nampa Carpenter Open Ray 468-7868 9:30
May 31 Pocatello Rim Rock Flop Steve 221-8935 10:00
June 6 Nampa Nampa Classic #4 Jerry 250-9282 8:30
June 13 Pocatello Juneteenth/Utah Inv. Jim 232-8007 10:00
June 13 Meridian Meridian Open #3 Pep 949-8098 8:30
June 20 Coeur d’Alene Elmer Currie Classic Glen 691-0784 8:30
June 27 Hailey Wood River Open (Limit 20) Brent 404-4354 10:00
June 28 Boise NHPF Benefit #7 Pam 965-6179 8:30
July 11 Meridian Treasure Valley Memorial Pep 949-8098 8:30
July 13-25 Topeka, KS World NHPA 262-835-9108

July 18 Meridian Sizzling Days Bob 860-6772 8:30
July 25 Pocatello Idaho State Doubles Bob 233-2358 10:00
Aug. 1 Meridian Pep’s Special Pep 949-8098 8:30
Aug. 8 Nampa NHPA Benefit #6 Jerry 467-2524 8:30
Aug. 8 Pocatello 11th Portneuf Valley Shootout Larry 589-9681 10:00
Aug. 15 Meridian Senior Games (50 and older)  Jerry 250-9282 8:30
Aug. 15 Coeur d’Alene Inland Empire Memorial Glen 691-0784 8:30
Aug. 28 Meridian Pre-State Warmup Jerry 250-9282 Start @ 6:00
Aug. 29/30 Meridian Idaho State Championships Brian 237-3459/ Jerry 250-9282 8:30
Sep. 19 Nampa Parks & Recs. #5 Jerry 250—9282 9:30
Sep. 26 Meridian Autumn Classic #2 Pep 949-8098 9:30
Oct. 3 Boise Fall Roundup #7 Pam 965-6179 9:30
Oct. 10 Meridian Pumpkin ShootoutS$ #3 Pep 949-8098 9:30
Oct. 17 Nampa 9th Last Chance Gary 466-8096 9:30
Oct. 24 Meridian Freeze Out Special #5 Bob 860-6772 10:30

Nampa tournaments are at Lakeview Park. Meridian Tournaments are in Settlers Park. Boise tournaments
are in Julia Davis Park. All Nampa, Boise, and Meridian entry fees are $3.00 except Benefits ($10.00),
Senior Games ($20.00) & Pumpkin Shootout $10.00. Doughnuts & Water are provided, no lunch.
Handicapping is at TD’s discretion.

Most Pocatello tournaments are $20.00 including lunch. Northern tournaments have $15.00 entry fees
and include lunch. State Singles and World are pre-registered. State costs $20.00, World $130.00.
Pocatello summer leagues are on Tuesday and Thursdays Contact Jim for Info @ 221-4245.

Meridian league is on Tuesday nights No fee Contact Floyd @ 871-6856, and also on Monday nights with a
$2.00 fee Contact Pam @ 965-6179.

Nampa league is on Thursday nights No fee Contact Gary @ 466-8096 or Ray @ 468-7868.

Leagues start in mid-April, or as weather permits.

Boise holds practice nights on Wednesdays.
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Horseshoe Pitching: The ultimate family sport.

FOUR DEAD

Official Newsletter of the

IDAHO HORSESHOE PITCHER’S ASSOC.
Jerry D. Smith, Sec./Treas. 208-250-9282
2850 S. Benecia Way

Nampa, ID 83686
horseshoepitcherjds@msn.com

Glen Wessel, 1% VP

10626 E. Raven Ridge Rd.
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814
208-691-0784
gwesselel0@peoplepc.com

Jerry D. Smith, Sec./Treas.
State Statistician

2850 S. Benecia Way

Nampa, ID 83686
208-250-9282
horseshoepitcherjds@msn.com

David Spears, Regional Director
845E. 16" N.

Mountain Home, ID 83647
208-440-7132
dspears1953@gmail.com

Get out and pitch. Getinvolved.
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